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qualities that made a lasting impact. It 
is now up to all of us to carry on her 
legacy and work toward our shared 
dream of conquering cancer for every-
one. It was an honor to spend time with 
her and hear through her eloquent 
words and fighting spirit how cancer 
touched her life and how she chose to 
use her personal experience to make a 
true difference in our world. My heart-
felt condolences go out to her family 
and loved ones.∑ 

f 

LONE PEAK HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

∑ Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate and express my 
great pride and admiration for the 
young men of the Lone Peak High 
School basketball team. 

On Saturday, March 2, 2013, Lone 
Peak won the Utah State High School 
basketball championship for the fifth 
time in 7 years. Now that alone is a 
great accomplishment. However, in ad-
dition to winning another State cham-
pionship, the Lone Peak Knights are 
ranked as the best high school team in 
the country by the Web site Max Preps. 

This team has flown somewhat under 
the radar to achieve their top ranking. 
Indeed, not many people expected a 
team from Utah to dominate like they 
have. 

But the Knights have not shied away 
from competition. No, they have trav-
eled around the country for the past 
couple of years playing some of the 
best high school basketball teams in 
the Nation. 

For example, this season they trav-
eled to Chicago to play in the Chicago 
Elite Classic and defeated powerhouse 
Proviso East by a score of 84 to 46. Pro-
viso East is currently 25 to 3 and 
undefeated in their Chicago conference. 

Lone Peak then played in the City of 
Palms Tournament in Ft. Meyers, FL, 
winning their first three games before 
suffering their only defeat of the sea-
son at the hands of Montverde Acad-
emy, which is another nationally 
ranked high school team. 

It needs to be said that there is a dif-
ference between Lone Peak and teams 
like Montverde. Lone Peak draws its 
students and players from within its 
school boundaries in Highland and Al-
pine, UT. Montverde is a college prep 
school that recruits players from all 
over the country to come and play bas-
ketball. 

Lone Peak again travelled out of the 
State of Utah this season and defeated 
Wesleyan Christian Academy—another 
private school that recruits basketball 
players—in the feature game at the 
Under Armor Brandon Jennings Invita-
tional in Brookfield, MA. 

The Knights’ final foray outside the 
State of Utah was in mid-January 
when they defeated Archbishop Mitty 
from San Jose, CA, at the Spaulding 
Hoopball Classic in Springfield, MA. 
That game was televised by ESPN and 
Lone Peak won by a decisive score of 81 
to 46. 

This top-ranked team has been led by 
the trio of Nick Emery, Eric Mika, and 
T.J. Haws. But they are more than just 
three players. They are a full team 
that has worked together for many 
years under head coach Quincy Lewis. 
Now in his 10th year as the head coach 
at Lone Peak, Coach Lewis has a prov-
en track record of leading his players, 
not only to victories on the basketball 
court but also to becoming fine young 
men in the community. 

Last week, before the Knights won 
the State championship, he was named 
the Naismith national coach of the 
year. I want to congratulate him on 
this honor. 

Another thing that is different about 
this team is that many of these young 
men will give up 2 years of their lives 
and serve missions for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
Nick Emery has already received his 
mission call and will leave for Ger-
many shortly after high school gradua-
tion. Talon Shumway has been re-
cruited to play college football as a re-
ceiver but will serve a mission first. 

It takes a lot of faith and dedication 
to put such a promising career on hold 
for 2 years. Having served such a mis-
sion myself I know that there is no 
time for basketball or football when 
you are in the mission field. 

The Lone Peak Knights have finished 
the season as the top high school bas-
ketball team in the United States, 
something that has never been done by 
a school from the State of Utah. It 
might not be done again. But I have to 
say that there are young people all 
over my home State that have been in-
spired by this team and will want to 
follow in their footsteps. 

Once again, Mr. President, I want to 
congratulate the Lone Peak Knights on 
a wonderful season. It has been quite 
something to follow this story all sea-
son long, and I know that my admira-
tion is shared by many throughout my 
State and, indeed, throughout the 
country. 

As I mentioned, the three leaders on 
this team get most of the headlines, 
but their success has really been a 
team effort and they all deserve rec-
ognition. In addition to Emery, Haws, 
and Mica, the Lone Peak roster in-
cludes the following players: McKay 
Webster, Connor Toolson, Zach 
Frampton, Brooks Goeckeritz, Chan-
dler Goeckeritz, Talon Shumway, 
Braden Miles, Dylan Hedin, Braxton 
Bruni, Jantzen Allphin, Marcus Acton, 
and Spencer Curtis. 

Mr. President, the New York Times 
published an article by Dan Frosch last 
week that highlighted the achieve-
ments of these young men. I ask unani-
mous consent that it be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Feb. 26, 2013] 
OUT WEST, REACHING THE SUMMIT 

(By Dan Frosch) 
HIGHLAND, UT.—Here, among a string of 

quiet Mormon towns, where the spires of 

Latter-day Saints churches glint against the 
Wasatch Mountains, is the home of what 
many consider the nation’s best high school 
boys’ basketball team. 

For the past two years, the Knights of 
Lone Peak High School, a team of lanky, 
long-armed teenagers who look only slightly 
more imposing than a chess club, have not 
just been beating opponents, they have been 
crushing them. 

At 23–1, the Knights have been ranked as 
the best high school team in the country for 
more than a month by the Web site Max 
Preps and are working their way through the 
Utah state playoffs, which end Saturday. 
While Lone Peak has lost to in-state oppo-
nents just three times in the past three 
years, its success nationally is especially 
surprising. The Knights have won by an aver-
age of nearly 28 points this season, including 
tournament victories over top teams from 
Pennsylvania, Illinois and California. 

‘‘There was one team we played that was 
literally laughing when we were warming 
up,’’ the senior center Eric Mika said with a 
chuckle. ‘‘And we beat them by 50.’’ 

Unlike many top high school teams that 
lure talented players from outside their im-
mediate area, Lone Peak, which has a stu-
dent body of about 2,300, pulls players from 
the pruned streets of Alpine and Highland— 
small communities tucked in the foothills 
about 30 miles from Salt Lake City, so 
named by Mormon settlers because the land-
scape reminded them of the Swiss Alps and 
Scottish Highlands. 

The Knights—led by Mika and guards Nick 
Emery and T.J. Haws—have ascended to the 
top of the national rankings as relative un-
knowns, a feat made more remarkable by the 
simple fact that they hail from a region not 
recognized for basketball prowess. 

‘‘We know we’re different whenever we 
walk into a gym,’’ said Coach Quincy Lewis, 
who has a 206–35 record over the past decade. 
‘‘But our guys walk in there with a chip on 
their shoulder. We know we have something 
to prove because, honestly, the other teams 
don’t have a great deal of respect for us.’’ 

Then Lone Peak starts playing. Its style is 
a fearless, careening brand of basketball, 
built on 3-pointers, lobs and dunks, seem-
ingly more suited for a playground than the 
movie ‘‘Hoosiers.’’ 

‘‘They play like inner-city teams; how 
blacks consider black teams play,’’ said Ty-
rone Slaughter, who coaches Whitney Young 
High School in Chicago, which is ranked sev-
enth in the country. ‘‘I don’t know any other 
way to put it. 

‘‘So many times we see the predominantly 
white teams play a conservative style, a pre-
cise style of basketball,’’ he said. ‘‘When you 
see this team play, it is completely dif-
ferent.’’ 

Last season, Lone Peak beat Whitney 
Young in a double-overtime game at the 
Beach Ball Classic tournament in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., a performance that helped bur-
nish its reputation. 

Emery set the tournament’s four-game 
scoring record with 119 points. Word of the 
Knights’ lopsided victories spread around 
Chicago. Now, Slaughter said, if a team is 
blown out, it is said to have been Lone 
Peaked. 

The most apparent reason for the team’s 
success is the triumvirate of Mika, Emery 
and Haws, players, Lewis says, who ‘‘don’t 
come around very often for anybody, I don’t 
care what program you’re a part of.’’ 

The 6-foot-2 senior Emery, who averages 19 
points, and the 6-4 junior Haws, who scores 17 
a game, are continuing a family tradition at 
Lone Peak. 

Emery’s older brother, Jackson, who grad-
uated from the school in 2005, was named 
Utah’s Mr. Basketball and was a co-captain 
at Brigham Young with Jimmer Fredette. 
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Haws’s older brother, Tyler, was also a 

Lone Peak standout and was 10th in the 
country in scoring with a 20.9 points-a-game 
average at B.Y.U. entering Tuesday’s games. 
The 6-foot-10 Mika, who averages 16 points, 
is in his first season at Lone Peak after 
transferring from a private school, but he 
has known Haws and Emery since they were 
fourth graders playing on youth teams to-
gether. 

‘‘I feel this is really a once-in-a-life team,’’ 
said Haws, who can make 3-pointers from be-
yond the N.B.A. range or slash through the 
lane with moves that have earned him 
YouTube fame. 

Lewis has coached many of his players 
since grade school at clinics and camps. 
Every summer, he takes the team to play 
against Amateur Athletic Union squads 
around the country. 

Most A.A.U. teams, the equivalent of se-
lect youth soccer clubs, choose marquee 
players from around their region. And it is 
rare for a high school team to compete 
against what are essentially all-star rosters. 

‘‘We have had very few teams that have 
competed at that level in term of how they 
play together, shot selection and chem-
istry,’’ said Greg Procino, the director of 
events and awards at the Basketball Hall of 
Fame, which also hosted a tournament that 
Lone Peak excelled at in 2011 and another in 
which the team performed well in January. 

There is, of course, something else that 
sets the Knights apart. 

A flip through the team program finds 
plenty of references to Mormonism, whether 
it is players noting that the last book they 
read was the Book of Mormon or affirming 
their life goals as serving a mission and 
marrying. 

Lone Peak players freely discuss how reli-
gion unites them. When the team is on the 
road and needs to practice, it will call up the 
local Mormon bishop and ask to use the 
small gym typically attached to each Mor-
mon church. 

‘‘A couple of summers ago, we were in Bos-
ton,’’ Mika said. ‘‘Someone was like: ‘Oh, 
you guys are all Mormon. How many moms 
do you have? You guys all brothers?’ We just 
laugh.’’ 

Mika, Emery and Haws have committed to 
play at B.Y.U., 30 minutes away. All have 
also decided to go on missions. For Emery, 
an explosive guard and the most highly re-
cruited of the three, that means leaving for 
Germany in May and probably not playing 
organized basketball for two years. 

‘‘A lot of factors went into it,’’ he said of 
his decision. ‘‘I’ve grown up in the Gospel. 
And I’ve wanted to serve a mission since I 
was a young kid. I’ll have four years when I 
come home.’’ 

Lewis recalled that Bill Self pulled Emery 
aside after he had starred at a University of 
Kansas basketball camp, saying, ‘‘You’re 
good enough to play here.’’ 

But it is difficult to ask coaches whose ca-
reers rest on immediate success to commit 
to a top high school prospect who plans to 
take two years away from basketball. 

‘‘The way people look at this state, they 
say, ‘If we go in there and recruit kids, we 
know they’re probably L.D.S.,’ ’’ or Latter- 
day Saints, ‘‘ ‘kids, and they’re going on a 
mission and that’s not how our program is 
set up,’ ’’ Lewis said. 

For now, however, Lone Peak is seeking a 
fifth state championship in seven years—the 
title game is Saturday—and a chance to brag 
that it ended the season as the country’s top- 
ranked team. 

At a recent road game against Bingham 
High School, the gym roared with hundreds 
of fans from across the region who had come 
to see Lone Peak for themselves. 

‘‘Which are the three guys we were watch-
ing again?’’ a woman asked her husband. 

An older man wondered aloud if all three 
were heading to B.Y.U. 

By midway through the fourth quarter, the 
game long in hand, Lewis pulled most of his 
starters, with Mika, Haws and Emery ac-
counting for 69 of the team’s 98 points in a 
41-point victory. 

The three friends sat on the bench, laugh-
ing, leaping up when their backups scored 
and politely chatting with curious fans wan-
dering down for a closer look. 

It may have been an away game, but this 
was home.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. R. 338. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to include certain territories 
and possessions of the United States in the 
definition of State for the purposes of chap-
ter 114, relating to trafficking in contraband 
cigarettes and smokeless tobacco. 

H. R. 668. An act to amend section 1105(a) 
of title 31, United States Code, to require 
that annual budget submissions of the Presi-
dent to Congress provide an estimate of the 
cost per taxpayer of the deficit, and for other 
purposes. 

H. R. 933. An act making appropriations for 
the Department of Defense, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and other departments 
and agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 6913 and the order 
of the House of January 3, 2013, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Congressional-Ex-
ecutive Commission on the People’s 
Republic of China: Mr. WALZ of Min-
nesota. 

At 2:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House agreed to 
the following concurrent resolutions, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol 
for a ceremony as part of the commemora-
tion of the days of remembrance of victims 
of the Holocaust. 

H. Con. Res. 20. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the rotunda of the Capitol 

for a ceremony to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Professor Muhammad Yunus. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 338. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to include certain territories 
and possessions of the United States in the 
definition of State for the purposes of chap-
ter 114, relating to trafficking in contraband 
cigarettes and smokeless tobacco; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 668. An act to amend section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, to require that 
annual budget submissions of the President 
to Congress provide an estimate of the cost 
per taxpayer of the deficit, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Budget. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read and 
placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 933. An act making appropriations for 
the Department of Defense, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and other departments 
and agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 505. A bill to prohibit the use of drones 
to kill citizens of the United States within 
the United States. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–618. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Sweet Cherries Grown in Designated Coun-
ties in Washington; Decreased Assessment 
Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS–FV–12–0026; FV12– 
923–1 IR) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 27, 2013; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–619. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the Depart-
ment of Defense taking essential steps to 
award a multiyear contract for 32 E–2D Ad-
vanced Hawkeye (AHE) aircraft, with a Vari-
ation in Quality-type clause of up to 37 air-
craft, in fiscal years 2014 through 2018 in the 
second quarter of 2014; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–620. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility’’ ((44 CFR Part 64) (Docket No. 
FEMA–2012–0003)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on March 4, 2013; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–621. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish 
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